Myxoid leiomyosarcoma of the liver.
This is the first report of a myxoid leiomyosarcoma arising in a cirrhotic liver. The tumor was resected from a 64-year-old man. On gross examination, it was soft and hemorrhagic. The tumor was composed of deceptively benign-looking smooth muscle cells with clear cytoplasm suspended in a myxoid stroma with foci of hemorrhage. Immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy confirmed that this was a smooth muscle cell neoplasm. The abundance of glycogen and ultrastructural signs of smooth muscle differentiation were considered consistent with an immature smooth muscle cell phenotype consistent with the diagnosis of myxoid leiomyosarcoma. Since myxoid leiomyosarcomas are aggressive tumors, it is important to recognize them histologically and also bear in mind that these tumors can occur even in unusual extrauterine locations such as a cirrhotic liver.